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The purposes of the committee shall be to: 

¶ Create, regularly review, and update guidelines and processes to be used for 
approving General Education courses; 

¶ Approve the alignment of undergraduate courses with specific General Education 
requirements; 

¶ Coordinate with all academic units to ensure appropriate distribution and offerings of General 
Education courses; 

¶ Evaluate, in coordination with the University Academic Assessment Committee, the General 
Education program’s effectiveness. Results shall be reported to the Senate annually; 

¶ Recommend modifications to the General Education program and its Student Learning 
Outcomes to the Senate. Recommendations must consider input from Faculty and the 
Office of Academic Affairs, and report on impact studies; and 

¶ Recommend modifications to its own Advisory Subcommittees to the Senate.  Solicit reviewers 
from among the Faculty for General Education courses and assign courses to them for review. 



The GEOC will assign each submitted General Education course to two Faculty reviewers who 
will evaluate the course proposals based on the rubrics and criteria contained in the GEOC 
Standing Rules. The reviewers will submit their written evaluation to the GEOC. In accordance 
with the Faculty Senate bylaws, the GEOC has the final decision on the approval of courses for 
the General Education curriculum. 
 
The Faculty reviewers shall be from two different departments which are not the same as the 
department of the course proposer. Faculty reviewers shall be selected by the GEOC from a 
pool of interested faculty who are identified as described below. In case the two reviewers 
cannot agree, the GEOC shall send the course to a third Faculty reviewer who acts as a 
“tiebreaker.” The third reviewer may be from the same department as one of the other 
reviewers but not from the same department as the course proposer. 
 
The GEOC shall compile a pool of potential Faculty reviewers. As a starting point, the current 
GEOC advisory subcommittees will be asked to recommend Faculty reviewers to this pool by 
the end of the Spring 2024 semester. After that time, Faculty will be able to self-nominate to 
serve as reviewers for a particular General Education category by submitting an interest 
statement to the GEOC. 
 

 

The GEOC Advisory Subcommittees shall be filled by eligible Faculty for three-year terms through elections 
run by the Membership and Elections Committee, following the same process as for other Senate 
committees. In addition, the Membership and Elections Committee will require candidates for these positions 
to submit a statement of no more than 150 words explaining their qualifications and professional 



◼Diversity and Inclusion 

◼Environmental Sustainability 

◼Human Expression, Humanity in Context, and Communicating Through Writing 

◼Hands-on Science, Solutions Through Science, and Quantitative Analysis 

◼Social Configurations and Social Issues 

◼First Year Seminar and Experiential Learning 

◼Personal Wellness 
 

The membership of these advisory subcommittees shall be as follows: 

Subcommittees will consist of five Faculty members, all elected at large by the Faculty. No more than three 
members may be from the same Unit. Subcommittees may request that the GEOC modify their membership 
to a number between three and seven; the GEOC will approve this request if it considers the subcommittee’s 
workload warrants this change. 

If any of these seats go unfilled by the end of a given semester’s election process, it is the responsibility of the 
GEOC to ask the Membership and Elections Committee to send out a call for volunteer(s) to temporarily fill 
the position for a semester and appoint a replacement. The Membership and Elections Committee will 
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they reject. Proposing faculty can then reapply for a given General Education designation after addressing the 


