
Environmental Sustainability in General Education at Salisbury University 
 
 
This document outlines the working definition of environmental sustainability, the directions for 
submitting materials to assess if a course qualifies as an environmental sustainability course, 
and the rubric the committee will use to assess course proposals. The appendix consists of a 
matrix suggesting student learning outcomes associated with the sustainability criteria to assist 
faculty with these submissions.  
 
 
Environmental Sustainability General Education SLO 
Students will be able to trace the ways in which individual actions are linked to interconnected 
natural and social systems and the sustainability thereof.  
https://catalog.salisbury.edu/content.php?catoid=8&navoid=219  
 
Definition of Environmental Sustainability Developed/used by the Tagging Subcommittee  
Environmental Sustainability studies the interconnections of natural, human, and social systems 
with the goal to improve ecological integrity, human well-being, and social equity.  
 
 
Meeting the SLO Criteria for Environmental Sustainability Tagging: Two Requirements 
“Environmental Sustainability” tagged courses examine one or more aspects of environmental 
sustainability (as defined above) or explore issues using environmental sustainability thinking, 
methods, or theoretical lenses. Faculty submitting a course for the Environmental Sustainability 
tag must specify how environmental sustainability is integrated into the course’s student learning 
goals and outcomes, learning activities, and assessment of student learning.  
 
Environmental Sustainability-tagged courses concentrate on understanding and communicating 



Submission Guidelines  
 
Faculty should submit the following documents:  

1. Course syllabus. The course syllabus will include sequences of readings and course 
topics, ideally assignment dates, and course grade breakdowns relating to the tagged area. 

2. 1- 



Rubric for Assessing Possible Courses Tagged for Environmental Sustainability  

(To be filled out by the committee) 

Faculty Name:  
Course:  

[Directions provided to faculty] Please answer each of the following questions separately 
(and for each requirement) on a maximum of two single-spaced pages (approximately 1,000 
words or fewer):



Course Integration 
Clear and substantial 
identification of how the 
course integrates 
environmental 
sustainability, aligning with 
the goal to improve 
ecological integrity, human 
well-being, and social 
equity 

 

   

Additional Comments (if needed):  
 
 
 
 

 

 

2. Explain how environmental sustainability and your selected second criterion relate to the 
course objectives and student learning outcomes.  

Criteria  Meets 
Expectations 

(Yes/No) 

Requires 
Revision   
(Yes/No) 

Comments 





4. Explain how you will integrate sustainability assessments into your course (e.g., writing 
assignments, exams/quizzes, timeline, deadlines). 

Criteria  Meets 
Expectations

(Yes/No) 

Requires 
Revision 
(Yes/No) 

Comments 

Assessment 
Expectations 
Clear description of 
how faculty will assess 
student learning in 
environmental 
sustainability 
 

   

Substantial 
Component 
The environmental 
sustainability content 
accounts for a 
substantive amount of 
course time or grade 
 

   

Additional Comments (if needed):  
 
 
 

 

 

  



Appendix 1 

Environmental Sustainability Course Criteria Matrix 
This document outlines the environmental sustainability requirements and provides examples of 
how these requirements can be applied in lower and upper and lower-level courses. Additional 
documents including the requirements rubric and a matrix of suggested student learning 
outcomes associated with the sustainability required criteria are provided to assist faculty with 
these submissions. 

 

1st Requirement 





explain how economies, 
societies, cultures, energy, 
and the environment are 
interrelated. 

way in which these can 
address sustainability 
challenges. 
 
Explain sustainability 
principles, including socio–
ecological system integrity, 
livelihood sufficiency and 
opportunity, and social and 
intergenerational equity. 

cities and ecosystems), 
including the 
interconnections among 
environmental, social and 
economic sub-systems. 

Discuss complex features of 
systems relating to 
sustainability, including 
diversity, redundancy, tipping 
points/thresholds, non-
linearity, externalities, 
resilience, vulnerability, 
social justice, emergence, and 
agency. 

 


